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TODAY’S WEATHER

BRIAN O’CONNOR

Canoers enjoyed a chilly ride through downtown Watertown Friday.
While temperatures have warmed considerably since February, tem-

peratures are expected to remain cool throughout this week, with tem-
peratures in the 60s not expected before Thursday, according to the 
National Weather Service.

Urban 
canoeing

Low temperatures expected throughout the week

BRIAN O’CONNOR

Canoeists paddle through downtown Watertown Friday on the Rock River under partly cloudy skies. Temperatures are expected to gradually rise 
through the week, reaching the low 60s on Friday, according to the National Weather Service.

BRIAN O’CONNOR

Canoeists paddle through downtown Watertown Friday on the 
Rock River under partly cloudy skies. Temperatures are expected 
to gradually rise through the week, reaching the low 60s on Fri-
day, according to the National Weather Service.

ED ZAGORSKI
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JOHNSON CREEK — State 
Senator John Jagler had two 
words every municipality and 
public school district wants to 
hear: more money

“We’re looking at shared rev-
enue tweaks for municipalities 
and also to set aside a portion of 
the sales tax so we’re not doing 
this all of the time. I think there 
is a desire to get more money 
to municipalities. I don’t know 
what it means per pupil each 

year,” said Jagler Monday after-
noon at the Johnson Creek Pub-
lic Library. “This is something 
we’re hearing statewide. We 
need to make sure more money 
is coming to the municipalities, 
particularly when it comes to 
public safety to help fund police 

and fire services.”
Jagler dismissed Gov. Tony 

Evers’ budget as “built on 
sand.”

“It’s wasn’t a true policy doc-
ument,” he said. “That’s why 
we’re scrapping it and start-
ing over when it comes to the 

state’s budget.”
Republicans also want to 

put more money into special 
education and mental health 
programs, Jagler said.

“We did this two years ago 

Jagler: GOP budget to raise funding for towns, schools
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when the governor put out a polit-
ical document as the state’s bud-
get,” Jagler said. “We scrapped it 
then and constructed our own 
budget. No Democrats voted on it 
in the legislature, but the governor 
signed it, ran on everything that 
was in the budget and won.”

Evers needs to sign this new 
budget, which Republicans 
should have completed by July 1, 
Jagler said.

“There are things both sides 
agree on, but we need to get the 
ball rolling,” he said. “We would 
like to do something for child-
care needs, which many believe is 
keeping a lot of people out of the 
workforce.

“Our local officials are really 
focused on childcare right now,” 
Jagler added. “They’re doing 
some pretty innovative stuff 
that I think has to happen to get 
employees into the workplace. 
I think Watertown has become 
a leader thanks to the Greater 
Watertown Community Health 
Foundation and its president and 

CEO Tina Crave.”
When asked if he supports 

medical marijuana, Jagler said he 
has for many years.

“However, I’m against recre-
ational marijuana because we do 
not need any more impaired driv-
ers on the road,” he said. “We are 
on an island. While we are on that 
island, we are seeing the rami-
fications of full legalization in 
other states such as the growth of 
black market marijuana because 
states are putting so many reg-
ulations on who can grow it and 
how many plants they can grow. 
It gives us a chance to see how full 
legalization works out.”

The atmosphere between state 
Democrats and Republicans isn’t 
good, Jagler said.

“You had a situation every 
Wednesday morning where Gov. 
Scott Walker sat down with leg-
islators on both sides,” he said. 
“You could go in and make sug-
gestions, yell, talk or give him an 
atty-boy, but that has gone away. 
We’ve heard from our Demo-
cratic colleagues who are frus-
trated they can’t reach the 

governor.
“You look at the environment 

that we have right now when 
the speaker and senate majority 
leader and the other Republican 
leaders meet with the governor 
it’s news,” Jagler added. “That’s 
crazy to me. We have problems 
that we need to solve, but there is 
not a two-way street. It’s impos-
sible to get a meeting with him 
(Evers). It’s really a disservice.”
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ED ZAGORSKI/

State Sen. John Jagler said if Gov. Tony 
Evers were to pass the Republicans’ 
budget municipalities and public 
school districts would see additional 
money. He said the budget should be 
completed by July 1.
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Connie Brake, of Watertown, captures an Autumn crocus.

AUTUMN CROCUS

ASSOCIATED PRESS
MADISON, Wis. — Republican U.S. 

Sen. Ron Johnson on Monday renewed 
his call for a statewide vote in Wis-
consin on abortion rights, saying he 
thought most voters would support a 
ban after 12 weeks of pregnancy. John-
son declined to say how he would vote, 
however.

Johnson won reelection to a third 
term in November, one of only two 
Republicans to win statewide in Wis-
consin since the U.S. Supreme Court 
overturned the Roe v. Wade decision 
that legalized abortion. Johnson said 
Monday at the Milwaukee Press Club 
that abortion has been an “important 
factor” in Democrats’ recent wins.

During the campaign, after the 
Supreme Court’s ruling, Johnson called 
for a statewide referendum on abor-
tion. He wanted the question framed 
as: “At what point does society have 
the responsibility to protect the life of 
an unborn child?” The options would 
range from the moment of conception 
to never.

Wisconsin law does not allow for cit-
izens to place such a question on the 

ballot. The Republican-controlled Leg-
islature can only put forward amend-
ments to the state constitution for a 
vote, not law changes. Democratic 
Gov. Tony Evers asked the Legislature 
to amend the constitution to allow for 
citizens to bring forth ballot questions 
to change state law, but Republicans 
rejected it.

When asked on Monday by press 
club panelist and Milwaukee Journal 
Sentinel reporter Bill Glauber how he 
would vote on the abortion question, 
Johnson responded, “It’s all a secret 
ballot, Bill.”

“I’m not trying to dodge a question 
here,” Johnson continued. “I’m try-
ing to provide leadership in terms of 
how we can finally put this very divi-
sive, profound moral issue behind us 
as a society. Let the people decide. I 
don’t want to impose my view on any-
body else.”

Johnson said if voters were provided 
images with “what a little baby looks 
like inside the womb at 8, 10, 12 weeks,” 
he does not think they would support 
abortions past 12 weeks.

Before the Supreme Court 

overturned Roe v. Wade in June, Wis-
consin law allowed for abortions for 
any reason up to 20 weeks of preg-
nancy.

A Marquette University Law School 
poll from September found that about 
68% of respondents said abortion 
should be legal in all or most cases. 
Additionally, about 61% opposed the 
overturning of Roe v. Wade.

Johnson last year supported a bill 
that would have banned abortions 
nationwide after 20 weeks. He’s also 
supported exceptions for rape and 
incest.

Wisconsin’s ban on nearly all abor-
tions was first passed in 1849, two 
years after statehood and before 
women had the right to vote. It went 
back into effect after Roe v. Wade 
was overturned, resulting in the end 
of abortions in the state. Democrats 
have brought forward a lawsuit seek-
ing to overturn it, a case expected to 
ultimately be decided by the state 
Supreme Court.

Majority control of that court will 
flip from 4-3 conservative to 4-3 lib-
eral in August, after voters earlier this 

month elected Janet Protasiewicz to 
the court. She was backed by Demo-
crats and ran as a staunch defender of 
abortion rights, making it a key issue in 
the campaign.

Asked about the abortion pill mife-
pristone, a drug used in the most com-
mon method of abortion, Johnson said 
he had concerns about the Food and 
Drug Administration approving its use 
in 2000.

“I have my doubts about the FDA fol-
lowing the science in this one, and not 
playing politics with that as well,” John-
son said.

Mifepristone has been used by mil-
lions of women over the past 23 years. 
Over the years, the FDA has loosened 
restrictions on the drug’s use, extend-
ing from seven to 10 weeks of preg-
nancy when it can be used, reduc-
ing the dosage needed to safely end a 
pregnancy, eliminating the require-
ment to visit a doctor in person to get 
it and allowing pills to be obtained by 
mail.

The Supreme Court on Friday pre-
served women’s access to the drug 
while a lawsuit continues.

Johnson calls for Wisconsin vote on abortion


