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Jagler: GOP budget to raise funding for towns, schools

ED ZAGORSKI
edz@wdtimes.com

“We'relooking at shared rev-
enue tweaks for municipalities
and also to set aside a portion of
the sales tax so were not doing
this all of the time. I think there
is a desire to get more money
to municipalities. Idon’t know
whatit means per pupil each

JOHNSON CREEK — State
Senator John Jagler had two
words every municipality and
public school district wants to
hear: more money
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year; said Jagler Monday after-
noon at the Johnson Creek Pub-
lic Library. “This is something
we'e hearing statewide. We
need to make sure more money
is coming to the municipalities,
particularly when it comes to
public safety to help fund police

and fire services.

Jagler dismissed Gov. Tony
Evers'budget as “built on
sand.”

“It's wasn't a true policy doc-
ument,” he said. “That’s why
we'e scrappingit and start-
ing over when it comes to the

state’sbudget”

Republicans also want to
put more money into special
education and mental health
programs, Jagler said.

“We did this two years ago
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when the governor put out a polit-
ical document as the state’s bud-
get, Jagler said. “We scrapped it
then and constructed our own
budget. No Democrats voted on it
in thelegislature, but the governor
signed it,ran on everything that
was in the budget and won.”

Evers needs to sign this new
budget, which Republicans
should have completed by July 1,
Jagler said.

“There are things both sides
agree on, but we need to get the
ball rolling;” he said. “We would
like to do something for child-
care needs, which many believe is
keeping alot of people out of the
workforce.

“Ourlocal officials are really
focused on childcare right now;’
Jagler added. “They’re doing
some pretty innovative stuff
thatIthink has to happen to get
employees into the workplace.
Ithink Watertown has become
aleader thanks to the Greater
Watertown Community Health
Foundation and its president and
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CEO Tina Crave”

When asked ifhe supports
medical marijuana, Jagler said he
has for many years.

“However, 'm againstrecre-
ational marijuanabecause we do
not need any more impaired driv-
ersontheroad,” he said. “We are
on anisland. While we are on that
island, we are seeing the rami-
fications of full legalization in
other states such as the growth of
black market marijuanabecause
states are putting so manyreg-
ulations on who can grow it and
how many plants they can grow.
It gives us a chance to see how full
legalization works out”

The atmosphere between state
Democrats and Republicansisn’t
good, Jagler said.

“You had a situation every
Wednesday morning where Gov.
Scott Walker sat down with leg-
islators on both sides;” he said.
“You could go in and make sug-
gestions, yell, talk or give him an
atty-boy, but that has gone away.
We've heard from our Demo-
cratic colleagues who are frus-
trated they can’t reach the

ED ZAGORSKI/
State Sen.John Jagler said if Gov.Tony
Evers were to pass the Republicans’
budget municipalities and public
school districts would see additional

money. He said the budget should be
completed by July 1.

governor.

“Youlook at the environment
that we have right now when
the speaker and senate majority
leader and the other Republican
leaders meet with the governor
it's news,” Jagler added. “That’s
crazy to me. We have problems
that we need to solve, but there is
not a two-way street. It's impos-
sible to get ameeting with him
(Evers). It’'s really a disservice””
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